REGILDING THE CRESCENT
their late ruler, and this was the significance of
the nickname " Bedros " (Armenian for Peter),
which so enraged him that many a student went
to die in exile for having thoughtlessly uttered it
in the hearing of his spies.
This brief notice of the character and ante-
cedents of Abd-ul-Hamid may conclude with a
glimpse of him in the softer role of wooer of the
fair.    I am indebted for an amusing story in this
connection to Ali Nouri Bey, who, if I mistake
not, took it from a very entertaining brochure
written by his wife, the Princess Hairie Ben A'iad,
under the title of Die Turkische Frau :  Ihr
Soziales Leben und der Harem.   It appears that
the wandering fancy of the ex-Sultan had been
captured by a fastidious young Circassian beauty
in the Court circle, but she had succeeded in
declining the honour of an alliance, giving as her
pretext that she could not love a man who wore a
beard.    Turkish Sultans do not marry like their
subjects.   Technically, the women of the royal'
harem are slaves, though the sons they bear the
Sultan are legitimate by Islamic law.   The excuse
served as well as any other, and, being compelled
by usage to wear a beard, Hamid had to forgo
the object of his desires.    But his evil mind was
soon at work on the best way of punishing her,
and, having married the lady out of hand to one
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